Pass Burn

V2A2II

Location
Greenstone valley, Glenorchy, Otago, New
Zealand.

Character
Easy canyon with walking sections, a few
abseils and some jumps

Approach by car

Drive from Queenstown to Glenorchy, go to
Kinloch and follow the dirt road to the
Greenstone carpark. You will have to pass
some fords.

Approach to the hut
Follow the Greenstone Track to the
Greenstone hut. (3 hours)

Approach to canyon

Starting at Greenstone Hut, follow the Mavora
Walkway for approximately 2 kilometres to the
creek crossing (645 m), which marks the start
of the canyon.

Water
No hazards with low / normal flow.

Catchment
10 km?
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Anchors
Single bolts - Tebylon ring 10mm 316L

Gear
Minimum of 1x30 meter rope and a saftyline

Route description
Start with a 300 m walk in the creek, where

you’ll see beautiful green and red rocks. An
easy abseil follows, combined with a short
downclimb, bringing you to the first 6 m jump.
Always check the pools, as they can be
shallow. Another downclimb leads to a 3 m
jump. The next abseil currently has no fixed
points; we rigged it from a rock TL. After
another walking section, you reach a beautiful
12 m waterfall with a great swimming spot. A
potential jump is possible on the TL.

Time

Car park to hut: 3h (12km)

Hut to canyon start: 30min

Time in the canyon: 1h 30min

Exit back to hut: 30min

Hut to car park: 3h

Total time one day: 8h 30min

Total from Greenstone hut: 2h 30min

Notes
First descent 24/01/2026
by Pepijn Hoeksema and Britt Joosten
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